pp 7+95 £3.60 USA: Medical Examination 1973 London: Henry Kimpton This handbook of ENT emergencies is the first of its kind, according to the authors. It is clearly and on the whole concisely written, but rather uneven in content, some sections being better covered than others. Insufficient emphasis is given to methods of treatment, whereas symptomatology, physical signs, and differential diagnosis are dealt with comprehensively. It is difficult to see, however, why so many conditions (e.g. geographical tongue, hiatus hernia) are classified as emergency conditions.
Handbook ofEar Nose and Throat Emergencies by M Haskell Newman MD, Nels R Olsen MD and Earl F Singleton MD pp 7+95 £3.60 USA: Medical Examination 1973 London: Henry Kimpton This handbook of ENT emergencies is the first of its kind, according to the authors. It is clearly and on the whole concisely written, but rather uneven in content, some sections being better covered than others. Insufficient emphasis is given to methods of treatment, whereas symptomatology, physical signs, and differential diagnosis are dealt with comprehensively. It is difficult to see, however, why so many conditions (e.g. geographical tongue, hiatus hernia) are classified as emergency conditions.
As the book is written for a wide audience ranging from medical students to oral and plastic surgeons, the complete absence of illustrations is a serious drawback.
OMAR Medical microbiologists have been well served by the previous eleven editions of Professor Cruickshank's book. However, with the emphasis on the teaching of infectious disease rather than laboratory microbiological technique to medical students, the division of the twelfth edition into two volumes is to be welcomed. Volume 1 is subdivided into five sections which comprehensively cover the subject of medical microbiology for medical students. The first part is concerned with the basic concepts of microbial physiology, mechanisms of the disease process and immunity. These subjects are well covered for a general text though not, of course, in the detail found in monographs on the individual subjects. The middle three sections comprise by far the longest part of the book. Each group of organismsbacteria, viruses, chlamydia, mycoplasma, fungi and protozoais dealt with in turn. Each chapter begins with a very brief description of the genus and its classification into species and then discusses in detail the clinical infections caused by the organism.
The final section, a mere tenth of the book, is perhaps the weakest. In the short space of sixty pages infective syndromes, diagnostic procedures, antimicrobial therapy, epidemiology and immunization are all briefly touched on. For medical students the choice of appropriate antimicrobial therapy is particularly important; no book can possibly replace clinical experience in this field, but the sections on antimicrobial therapy will give the student little guidance in obtaining such experience. It is a pity that this last section is not of the same quality as the earlier four; for this reason, and because of the length and the price of this book I would not suggest it as a standard text for medical students, but rather to be used to supplement some of the briefer texts now available. I found that the biopsy procedures and laboratory processing were described in excessive detail. The photographs are good but not comprehensive, some primary marrow disorders such as myelofibrosis and the leukemias being described very poorly. The proposed nomenclature left me confused (e.g. monocytic leukxemia becomes 'malignant reticuloma of the granulocytic type in monocytic phase'). Great emphasis is placed on 'gross-marrow-units', and it comes as a bit of anf anticlimax to learn, on page 87, that this is merely a synonym for a marrow particle.
This book cannot be recommended. This work is a multi-author presentation which has emanated from the younger generation practising in the field of obstetrics. The influence of the late W C W Nixon on many of the contributors is acknowledged. He was an early protagonist of the view that obstetrics is a great deal more than the purely pragmatic art of accouchement. There are some extremely good chapters; that on obstetric anxsthesia is outstanding. Many obstetricians will be somewhat startled by the forthright chapter on psychiatric problems in obstetrics: for 'physician heal thyself' read 'obstetrician'. Regrettably one of the weakest chapters is on the very important topic of the
